'IRAQ,
all matters affecting the Treaty and British interests, they kept
their fingers on the pulse of official life. On vital questions, such
as the ratification of the Treaty, they considered it expedient
that the Ministers, singly and in groups, should be interviewed
and favourable decisions secured.1
In the administrative services of the Government, the position
of the advisory officials was similar to that of the High Com-
missioner. Every order and every measure within a Ministry,
whether initiated in the Minister's or in the Adviser's office, had
to pass through the hands of the Adviser before it received the
final requirement, the Minister's signature. When a measure or
action was proposed which seemed to the Adviser to be con-
trary to the Treaty or to good administration, he informed the
Minister accordingly after providing alternative suggestions,
He also forwarded to the High Commissioner, with the know-
ledge of the Minister concerned, full information regarding his
protest. Unless the matter particularly affected Great Britain's
position or was especially important, the High Commissioner
took no immediate action until efforts to come to an under-
standing with the Ministry concerned had failed and the matter
had been referred to the Council. The High Commissioner
then either advised the King that the proposed measure would
not be acceptable, thus leaving it to him to bring the Minister
to book, or requested the King not to sign the resolution if it
were passed by the Council.
In other cases, where British officers held posts comple-
mentary to those held by 'Iraqis, such as Inspector-General of
Police or Adviser to the Postal Department, the position of the
official was fundamentally the same although the tendency was
for the British officer to assume more executive authority. In
other posts, where British officials occupied executive positions,
as Director of Health Services, Director of Customs and Excise,
or definitely technical posts, as Directors of Agriculture, of
1 In 1922; Bell, op. cit., p. 643. In 1924, by Sir Henry Dobbs, on May soth
and other occasions.
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